By GARY FALLESEN

Distance runner Grant Whitney of Penfield has a
nose for the finish line. He needed it yesterday.

‘Whitney took a wrong turn, ‘but realized his
mistake and got back on track in time to win the
‘boys’ varsity AAA title in the 17th annual McQuaid
Invitational cross country meet at Genesee Valley
Park. . o : ;

“In most races the finish is marked with lime,”
Whitney said. “But I could not see it here and by
that point in a race I'm not too alert. I usually follow
my nose. i o

“I went someplace,” he added, “but it didn't
feel right. Then I saw where the finish line

was. | was just afraid I didn't have_ a big er_nough |

lead.” :
Whitney held off Lockport’s Doug Lewandowski

to win by 75 yards in what had been a two-man

race. Nk ‘
. McQuaid’s Mike Das finished fourth and Tom
Warth was fifth. 3 e

Whitney’s time over the three-mile course,
15:24.8, was the fastest of the day among the
boys, earning him the Steve Prefontaine Plaque.
The plaque is named after the former three-time
NCAA cross country champion who was killed in an
automobile accident. It has been awarded since
1975. y Sy B
- “The mud was incredible and it was a little
0o cold (around 45 degrees),” said Whitney,
“but it was the biggest meet of the year so far
for me.” ' e - !

The cold forced Rush-Henrietta Sperry’s Anita
Kelly to wear leg warmers. i :

“It’s the first time I've ever worn them,” Kelly
said after winning the girls’ AA race. “When I got up
this morning I saw how cold it was and I thought,
‘What a good idea.”

Kelly was barely challenged from start to finish
and won in 18:27.5. Irondequoit’s Julie Cancilla

finished second and Brighton’s Jody Dushay was
third ;

It was Kelly's first McQuaid title. She finished
second belﬁniLanc&stnﬁr’s Ann Dobrowolski last

“I was shooting just to win,” said Kelly, the
defending New Yoil_-k State DUbﬁcd;gifh school
champion. “But I feel annoyed I didn’t go for
the record. I wish I had pushed it” :

Watarlon’s Vickie Rraum had actahlichad +ha
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Kelly take

Whitney stretched his lead to ‘iabout 200 yards -
‘then went off the beaten path. But not for long.

“There was a load of pressure on me,” Whitney
said. “The newspapers have built me up ... I was
the one to beat.” { AT :

McQuaid was the AAA team to beat.

Three-time defending New England Region
champion Bishop Hendricken. (Rhode Island) did
just that. Hendricken ‘beat the defending invita-
tional champs by only three points, 82-85, for the
team title. ‘ R

“I didn’t know how good Bishop Hendrick-
en and St. Michael’s (of Toronto) really were,” said
McQuaid Coach Bob Bradley. “On paper they
looked unbeatable. After seeing them I'm not dis-
pleased with a second place in this field.” ;

St. Mike’s finished third with 94 points, Syracuse

- Corcoran was fourth and Central Catholic of Pitts-

burgh was fifth.
In other races: Waterloo’s Brown pulled away

from Marjorie Bessell of Grand Island after one

mile and won the girls’ A race in record time.

Teammate Lynda Glinski finished fifth. As a team

‘Waterloo finished fifth in a class won by Chardon
High of Ohio . .. Irondequoit’s Steve Branch won
the boys’ varsity AAA-2 race in ‘a time of 16:09.5,
Chris Hollis of Sperry finished third and Mike

i of Greece Arcadia was fifth. . . . Greece

- Olympia’s Chris Brothers finished second behind f
Dave Carpenter of Solon, Ohio, in the boys’ varsity
- AA-2race. . . Aquinas’ Len Fetterly was fifth in the
boys’ varsity AA race. Aquinas finished third as a
- team behind East Aurora and Benedictine ...

Dansville’s Gary Redding won the boys’ varsity A-2
race in 16:16.8. Cuba’s Mike Raub finished second

and Pembroke’s Jack Countway was third. Dans- -

ville finished in a tie for second, with Newfane,
behind class champion Chanel of Ohio . . . Victor’s
Dave Bruinix was fourth in the boys’ varsity A race.
Victor finished second as a team behind Cleveland

Hill ... Chris and Jenny Leyboldt of Webster -

won the boys’ and girls’ junior high races.
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Bare-footed Whitney stands in box

il

~ waiting for pair of dry shoes.



