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Jore than 3,500 run
18-race competition

'y Betly Gcrdo'\

Mues lnsh oo*mslders himself a miler.

Iis time of 4:14 at that distance in the =
{illrose Games indoors in February dis- ~
inguizhes him as the second-best high
choo! miler in the country.

Now he's finding he has aptitude for
rOsS country.

Irish, a senior at Burnt Hills near Schen-
ctady, outdueled two scphomores yester-
ay to win the boys’ varsity AAA race at
he dicQuaid Invitational Cross Country
aeet at Genesee Valley Park.

Irish very nearly did it in record time
n a perfect {all afternoon. His 14:45.7
+as just off the 14:43.15 record for the
hree-mile course.

=This is not my event,” said Irish, who
vas awarded the Steve Prefontaine Memo-
ial Award given annually to the varsity .
unner with the best time at the invitation-
L The eward is named for the late U.S.
Jiympic runner.’

“I h.ava never run ﬂ:xs {course) before,

- _state.” g

« Irish said. “It was nice, a little fist, kind of
repetitious. It was a little confusmg at first.
I don't want to sound stuck up but [
thought T was going to get lost at first.”
McQuaid Coach Bob Bradley put into
perspective how good Irish’s time was.
. “Most courses have what we call a yard
stick,” said Bradley. “Down at Van Cort-

- land {Park in New York City), 13:00 is

good and 12:30 is super. Here, 15:30 is
good. 15:00 is super. We had four break
that today.

“We've been running three (miles) here
since 1975 and only three have broken
15:00.”

That was before yesterday. Shannan Rit-
chie of Walsh Jesuit in Chagrin Falls,
Chio, finished behind Irish in 14:47.5. Ron
Markozich of Williamsville North was
third in 14:48.4.

The fourth runner under 15:00 yester-
day was Bill McLaughlin of East Auro-
ra. Before Irish’s romp, McLaughlin had
the best time of the day in winning the
boys’ varsity AA race in 14:54.1.

“There’s only one runner in the state = -
considered better (than Irish) and that’s
Mike Stahr of Carmel,” said Bradley. “We
invited him hut he was run.nmg down-

&)

More than 3,500 runners p&mcxpatea .
in the 18-race meet, representing 138
schools from six states and Canada.

Irish, Ritchie and Markozich broke away -
from the pack by the two-mile mark at

9:52, a record pace. The three dueled
through the last mile with Irish gaining a
slight margin with about a half-mile left.

With about 100 yards remaining, Irish
broke ahead of Ritchie. He took a cou-
ple of looks behind him to see 'now far
back Ritchie was but he needn’t have -
bothered.

“He got about five yards ahead of me
and I couldn’t catch him,” said Ritchie.
“This was extremely fast for me. I'm used
to running o.. hills (in Chio). This is a

_really flat course compared to them.”

Ritchie, who said his school is ranked
second in Ohio in a eross country poll,
found some difficulty at the beginning

" — from the course, not another runner.

“I had to find places (to pass) that
were not going by a tree er somethmg,

- said Ritchie, whose brother is the coach
of the team. Nevertheless, he had scratches

on his left arm from the trees. .
8t. Michsel’s of Toronto won the AAA
boys’ team title with 50 points, followed by

5 Cla:er_zpe at .‘505 iand Walsh at 133. Defend-
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ing charnpion Bishop Hendricken of War-

wick, R.L, was fourth at 150. Churchviliés5s )
Chili was s.xth at 172 and McQuaid, which'
won its meet two years ago, was seventh az,.. :
222. o
“We weren't thinking of a particular e

. team place,” said Bradley “If we had fin-“')

ished fourth or fifth we would have run « -2
well. Over the years we have not run well"3d
in our own meet. We've only won it tmczz.;
in 17 years. [ don’t know if the kids are 3% .
distracted because we do so much to nresu
pare for it during the week.” ?
Irish said several times after the race Ta.s
he was tired before he ever started. He =
said he didn’t get a good night's deep e
worrying as much abuut rhe race as about's
his future. He's already heard from many’,

. colleges and is sure to gt a full athletic- -*::

schnlarsiup
“I can't impress how tired I am,” said s

Irish. “I didn't fee! like I was really in 27

form. It wasn’t that fast compared to  <aw
what I could have done. I cculd kil my-72
self I didn't get the record.”

There are few more appropriately named
people than Miles Irich. Does he hear a lot,

of jokes because of his first name? a
“Sometimes,” he a.-zswered. “You ve got—
' to get some respect- Wi



