McQuaid’s state champ potential
to be tested in 20th Invitational

3,500 runners to attend
largest meet in nation

By Gary Fallesen
Democrat and Chronicle

The state championship potential of
McQuaid’s boys and Brighton’s Stacy Prey
will be explored Saturday over a three-mile
Cross country course, in Genesee Valley
Park.

McQuaid, the state’s top-ranked team,
will host its 20th annual invitational, wel-
coming more than 3,500 runners from more
than 150 high schools in the northeast. In-
cluded among the guests will be the meet’s
two-time defending large-school boys’ cham-
pion, St. Michael’s of Toronto, and the top
three finishers in last year’s New York State
Public High School Athletic Association
girls’ championships.

The McQuaid Invitational is the largest
high school sponsored cross country meet in

the nation. The twenty-race program will
begin at 10 a.m. ;
. Prey, an established track star in her first

season of cross country, will again challenge:

the reigning state champion, Mary Pat
Hickey of Clarence (Section 6). Prey beat
Hickey last weekend at the Newark Invita-

- tional.

“If she beats Hickey two times in a row,
we may have a state champion in our
midst,” McQuaid Coach Bob Bradley said
yesterday.

Bradley’s own Knights may also be state
champion material. However, St. Michael’s
proved better than state champion Clarence
last year, winning by 15 points, 85-100. )

“Michael’s has one top runner (Mike
McGownan, who finished third last year)
and they group well,” said Bradley. “But our
guys feel they can group with anybody.”

Bradley-feels that all of his team’s
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scorers must finish in the top 20 for
‘McQuaid to win its third straight in-
vitational. The Knights are coming
off victories at New Hartford and

- Newark.

In cross country, a team is repre-

‘ sented by seven runners. The posi-
‘tions of the first five finishers are
‘totaled and the team with the lowest
score wins.

McQuaid, which also will be chal-
lenged by fifth-ranked Brighton and
Central Catholic of Pittsburgh, Pa.,
works on running together as a

“group,” Bradley said.

“We run a lot of that in practices,”
he said. “Sometimes seven or eight
or nine guys will be running togeth-
er. Very rarely are they spread out.

 “This team feels that in a fast race

they can get out and stay together,”
he added. “Whoever feels good can
,go out and get the group up there
(among the leaders).”

Weather permitting, the Class

AAA seeded race promises to be a
fast one with defending champion
Ron Markezich of Williamsville
North (Section 6) among the fa-
vorites. Other contenders include
Pennsylvania state champion Mike
Tonklin of Cameron County High,
Empire State Games 10,000-meter
champion Ben Mclntosh of Auburn
(Section 3), and McGownan. The
race for the course record (14:43) is
scheduled to start.at 3:30 p.m.

“The front of the race is not as
strong as last year’s,” Bradley said,
referring to the top 25 runners. “But
the first four or five are just as
strong, if not stronger.” |

The field for large-school seeded
girls’ teams may be the strongest yet
with Prey, Hickey, and Baldwins-
ville’s Terry Mero and Bonnie Glea-

' son headed for the starting line at

3:05. Mero and Gleason finished sec-

_ond and third, respectively, in last

year’s 'state final.
Brighton, Baldwinsville (Section 3)

and ‘defending meet champion
Clarence are among the top teams.
Brighton, which won the Newark In-

- vitational title behind the one-two

finish of Prey and Jody. Dushay, is
ranked fourth in the New York
State Sports Writers Association
poll. Baldwinsville is ra.nked No. 1
and Clarence is No. 6.

Hickey, who suffered a leg injury
while winning the Empire State
Games 10,000 title six weeks ago, is
the course record holder (17:21).

Here’s a look at the other featured
races:

® Boys’ Class AA seeded (1
p-m.) — Brighton would have been

the team to beat, but it elected to

move up to AAA to face the tough-
est competition. In the Barons’ ab-

~ sence, two Ohio schools — defend-

ing champion Cloverleaf and
Benedictine — probably will battle:
Clarence for the title. Individually,
last year’s runner-up, John Kralisz
of East Aurora (Section 6), returns.

His challengers will include Tris
Snyder of Pittsford and Al Mullan
of Hilton.

® Boys’ Class A seeded (10:50

a.m.) — Section 5 champion Victor '

is one of the top teams in a loaded
field. Defending champion North
East, Pa., again looks strong. Mike
Hayes of Bath is the top seed indivi-
dually.

® Girls’ Class A seeded (11:45
a.m.) — AA and A teams from one
year ago have been placed in the
same division so two champions re-
turn in Hudson, Ohio, and North
East, Pa. Another Ohio team, Wa-/
terloo, is top ranked in that state.
Becky Gallivan of Marion is the top

area runner in the race.

® Unseeded — Churchville-Chili’s
Bob King and Rush-Henrietta’s Ed
Cichon are among. the favorites in
the boys’ AAA at 2:45. Dave Red-

_ding of Dansville will run in the

boys’ AA at 12:40. Janet Kisner of
Waterloo is in the girls’ A at 11:20.



