_McQuaid aims to take title from Toronto runners .
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They'd prefer
to be rude

running hosts

- McQuaid's Knights want
to keep team title here
i By Gary Fallesen

Democrat and Chronicle

Runners from St. Michael’s of Toronto
shouldn’t be taken in by the southern
hospitality they’ll again find when they
visit Rochester this weekend.

The competition wants something
they've got.

St. Michael’s is a three- tirhe defending
champion of the McQuaid Invitational,
this nation’s largest high school-sponsored
cross country meet.

But, McQuaid Coach Bob Bradley said
the other day, “I think St. Mike’s is ripe
to be knocked off.”

‘Bradley would know. Not only is he the

- director of this 21-year-old meet, he also
is the man behind the Knights, New
York’s top-ranked team.

“They’re not quite as deep as they’ ve
been the last three years,” Bradley is.
happy to report.

' St. Michael's is one of about 160 teams
that will be in attendance Saturday at
Genesee Valley Park. More than 3,700
runners will compete in 20 races, begin-
ning at 10 a.m.

Many of the competitors are from out
of town and quite a few need some-
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where to stay tomorrow night, ‘m- ;

cludmg the St. Michael’s seven. .
. Bradley sald “almost 200 .

McQumd families” are among the

"'680 housing spots he located to
accommodate runners.

“We have football families and
hockey families and no-sport fami-
lies and alumni families taking

- people in,” he said. “Neighboring '
~ schools helped out. Brighton, Vic- |

tor, Penfield, Webster, Aquinas,

Mercy and Gates-Chili are all put—.

ting up people.

“It becomes a big social get-te— |
. gether. Families bring their run-
_.ners (to the park) and then root

for them.”

Despite the well-wishers, St. Mi-
...chael’s will be running for its
~ Class AAA life when the seeded
race for large-school teams begins
at 3:35 p.m.

.. The state’s No. 4 team, Fairport,
" No. 20 St. Anthony’s of Section 11

" (Suffolk County), highly-regarded
Monsignor Farrell of Staten Island

- and Upper Canada Collegiate of

.. Toronto will join McQuaid in a
15-team field Bradiey called “for-
midable.”

McQuaid was a runner-up last

~ year with a team that went on to

win state and Jesuit titles. 4
“If last year’s team had run the
way it should have we would have

. -won,” said Bradley. “It was just

not a good day for us.”
But, the veteran coach added,

~ “There’s no reason why we can’t

(win) this year.

. “We have better strength up

“front. We only had one runner
(graduate Rob Smillie, who fin-
ished 12th) in the top 25 last
year. With Scott Paterson and
George Schell we could have two
in the top 10 or 15.”

The competition is stiff, howev-

‘ «ver, with a list that includes Bing-

hamton’s Geoff Coco (fourth here
last year), Erie Prep’s Dan
Schneider (the runner-up in Class
.*AAA unseeded), Lockport’s Kerry
Fly (a third-place finisher in the
unseeded race), St. Mike’s Pete:
Fonseca (19th last year), Upper

-1 Canada’s Beau Hatcher (who has

run 3,000 meters in 8:40), St.
Anthony’s Matt Morton and Pat
O’Rourke (a pair of 9:25 two-
milers), Ohio’s state runner-up
(Mike Luby) and Pennsylvania’s
state fourth-place fimsher (Chris
Rauber).

2 “This field is deﬁmbely stronger -
~ than last year’s,” said Bradley.

Weleome to Rod:m St. Mi-

R

NOTES: Pittsford and Penfield,
‘Section 5’s sixth- and elghth-rated
teams, are in the Class AAA un-
seeded race that begins at 2:50
p-m. Al Smith of Penfield is one
of the favorites for individual
honors . .. Victor, which is consid- |

«ered the fourth best team in the

area, and No. 10 York will contend
for the Class A seeded title at

11:10 a.m. with three of Pennsyl-
vania’s perennial powers — Blue
Mountain, Oswayo Vaﬂey and
North East Last year’s runner-up,
Adam Grenito of defending
champion Blue Mountain, will be
challenged by Victor’s Scott ;
Knapp, York’s Steve Schultz and |
Bath’s Dan Stenta . .. In the

Class AA seeded race at 1:10 p.m.,
defending champion East Aurora
will face Cleveland’s Benedictine
and Cardinal LeGer of Brampton,
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Ontario. Runner-up Dave Stur-
gen of Cloverleaf (Ohio) returns.
Reigning Class A champion Mil-
ton (Ontario) moves up to Class
AA to challenge defending titlist
Baldwinsville in the girls’ seeded
race at 3:10 p.m. Milton’s Brenda
Steenhof, a senior who set the
course record last year (17:11.5)
before Brighton graduate Stacy
Prey eclipsed her mark by 22.3
seconds later in the day, is one of
the front runners. She likely will
be joined by Baldwinsville’s Bon-
nie Gleeson (third last year) and -
Terry Mero (fourth), Fairport’s
Kim Trawitz (seventh) and
Brighton’s Rachel Hosmer (14th)
... In Class A at noon, Waterloo’s
Janet Kisner will be the individ-
ual to beat and perennial power
Chardon (Ohio) could win its fifth
team title in seven years. :




