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McQuaid’s major field by mvutatlon only

Cross country meet seen

as one of America’s best
By John Smaliwood

Staff writer

After more than a quarter of a century, it would

figure that McQuaid cross country coach Bob Bradley
wouldn’t find any new wrinkles in the McQuaid Cross
Country Invitational.

But when it comes to putting on one of the largest
meets in the nation, nothing is routine.

“It’s never old hat,” said Bradley, who will host the
29th Invitational today at Genesee Valley Park. “It’s
always a real scramble to get it done. We're always
adding new schools. It always changes the face of the
meet.”

With more than 4,800 runners scheduled to compete,
this year’s meet is the largest ever. Runners from 180
schools representing seven states and Canada will com-
pete in the 23 races.

The first race — girls unseeded varsity for the
smallest schools — is scheduled to begin at 9:15 a.m.
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“We'’re always coﬂtactmg teams and schools that
have outstanding runners,” said Bradley. “We’re always
trying to add good talent and that’s an attraction of the
meet — to run against so much quality competition.”

McQuaid had its first invitational meet on Oct. 12,
1965. Twelve schools participated on a road course that
started and finished on the school’s campus. Back then,
Bradley said he didn’t envision what it would grow into.

“Back in the ’60s, your typical invitational was fairly
small,” he said. “We just started out to offer a typical
invitational. But word of mouth started getting to a lot
of schools out of the area.’

The first three years the invitational was at

McQuaid. It moved to Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy in 1968 and to Genesee Valley Park in 1973.

Bradley said the three-mile course isn’t difficult and
is made for viewing.

“I think (three miles) is a meaningful distance for
runners and coaches,” said Bradley. “The course has a
few rolling hills but no hard climbs. It’s a racing course
for good times. This is not a pressure race. If you do
well, great. If you don’t, there’ s plenty of time left in the
season to make corrections.”

The boys’ field today includes defending AAA-
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McQuaid Invitational

B What: 29th McQuaid Invitational.

B When: Today. First race at 9:15 a.m.

B Where: Genesee Valley Park.

B Entries: More 4,800 runners from more than 180
schools in seven states in Canada

B Course: Three miles.

E Runners to watch: Boys: Ricardo Santos, Toronto
Michael Power; Girls, Katie McGregor Willoughby,
Ohio.

seeded champion Walsh Jesuit (Ohio), AA-seeded
Burnt Hills (Section II, Albany) and A-seeded La-
fayette (Section III, Syracuse).

The medium- and large-school races feature 11
schools from the New York State Sportswriters Associa-
tion rankings, including Burnt Hills (No. 3 in Class B)
and Guilderland (sixth in A). McQuaid is 20th in Class

A. The small-schools races feature top-ranked Skanea-

teles and No. 2 Beaver River, both from Section III,
No.3 East Rochester and No. 4 Lafayette.
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The boy with the overall fastest time is given the
Steve Prefontaine Memorial Award.

Ricardo Santos of Michael Power in Toronto has t.h‘ﬁ
fastest returning time of 15 minutes, 44 seconds. -

Dan Lesser of McQuaid has a chance at becoming
the school’s first individual champion since the inaugu-
ral invitational. Other local runners expected to per-
form well include Jeff Calabrese of Spencerport, Mike
Dahrea of Webster, Dierk Flemming of Brockport and
Carl Mauro of Hornell.

In the girls’ seeded field, AA champion Aubum
(Section III) is back. Class A champlon Clarence (Sec-
tion VI, Buffalo area) is returning but will compete
against the large schools.

Gliatbrios is top-ranked in‘Closs B Bliwood Civ o

Pennsylvania and Beaumont of Cleveland are near the:
top of the rankings in their respective states. -

Ranked Section V schools competing include Fau'-
port (12th in Class A), Victor (sixth in Class B) and
Canisteo (fifth in Class C). i

» Local girls expected to do well include Carrie Cocea’
of Fairport, Kirsten Doehler of Webster, Georgia Jones:
of Victor, Stephanie Nearpass of Geneva DeSales and
Leslie Paladino of Caledonia-Mumford. O



