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ut-kicks’ field

Hilton runner

sneaks up from
behind leaders

By URLA HILL
STAFF WRITER

Because Jeff Calabrese and Chris
Passen hadn’t included Hilton’s
Matt Blodgett in their party en
route to the finish line of the 30th
annual McQuaid

TOP - Invitational yester-
FINISHERS day, the senior had

10E . his own. -
Spencerport’s
Calabrese and Fayetteville-Man-
lius’s Passen were battling for the
lead coming off the finel turn of the
course in the boys mixed varsity
Class AA-1 race when Blodgett
darted past them in the final 100
meters.

Blodgett won the event in 16
minutes. :

Passen finished second (16:03)
and Calabrese, who led for most of
the race, was third (16:06).

And just think, Blodgett said, the
only reason he joined the team this
season was because Cadets coaches
convinced him he could be seen by
more college recruiters.

“I'd like to run in college,” he
said, “and they said I'd get more
exposure running a fall sport.

“I still really hated to give up
soccer because I've been playing
gince I was 6. But then all my
friends who ran said they liked it
and I should, too.”

Because it is his first season run-
ning cross country, Blodgett said he
wasn’t familiar with the strategies
other cross country runners may
have used on the rain-slicked hills at
Genesee Valley Park.

Instead the 1994 Empire State
Games 1,500-meter champion pre-
tended he was on a track.

“I came out slow because I didn’t
feel comfortable going out fast with
all the other runners,” said Blod-
gett, who also ran the first leg of the
Section V medley relay team that
S| won the state title last spring. “I felt

: i ! L ‘ ; s ~ DAN LOH suff photographer l;";f aﬁ;’é“ftgg;}gzmm pllne ;2:
Not beginner’s luck Matt Blodgett, the 1994 Empire State Games champ in the 1,500 run, is trying cross country for the first time. - by one instead of a clump of run-

ners. k

; ‘ W ! “The way I finished aids the way I
e ) Oop area tinishers always finish a race. I always pace
B - 3 myself behind the leader and try to

] came out slow because | didn’t Leading teams, individuals at ousﬁiick them at the end.” 5
d s 3 McQuaid Invitational's three-mile ~ Actually the event was more like
feel comfortable going out fast with course at Gm;llev Park. a track meet than other cross coun-
. meets because “it was in a small
all the other runners. | felt more Class AA mediom: 2. Pitsiord > e betase people around,”
Ry Mendon Blodgett said. “A lot of the other

comfortable hanging in the back Closs A minads 5. Eest Fochester. 0 ve in wonded ardes.”

" Class A-1: 3. Paimyra-Macedon East Rochester’s Eric Smith cap-
and then passing people one by one _ Girls teams tured his second consecutive title in
| : : Class A: 3. Mercy the boys Class A race, finishing in
instead of a clump of runners. The Class A-1 mixed: 3. Victor 557 . :

: g e et e ' Individuals “It was a real surprise,” said
way | finished is the way | always‘ Class AA-1: 1. Matt Blodgett Smith, who also won the Newark
P : (Hilton); 3. Jeff Calabrese Invitational last week. “Last year
finish a race. | always pace myself (Spencerport) ! , was my first year in it and I didn’t
4 _ . Class A mixed: 1. Eric Smith know the people in the race. This
behind the leader and try to out- o | (East Rochester) ~ year I knew them because I had

¢ . X o o 3 Class A-1: 2. Carl Mauro talked to them after last year.
kick them at the endl". el S : (Homeli)AAA 1 mbsieds 3. ot Gl “I knew there were some guns
MATT BLODGETT  Congratulations Hilton’s Matt Blodgett gets (Mcc"o“uaid) "7 Mmixed: o, Jell LAk there today, but I guess they just

Hilton senior unner - 2 hug from his mother, Ruth, after winning, MCQUAID, PAGE 10E

S ————— N - i




