Canadian runners
‘conquer course

By JEFF DiVERONICA
STAFF WRITER

They came from all directions
yesterday to compete in ‘the 31st
McQuaid Invitational, transforming
Genesee - Valley

AREA Park into a sea of
HIGH teen-agers milling
SCHOOL  around in the warm
RESULTS  autumn sun, :
. 8D But  when it

———————— came to running,
the ones who headed home the big-
gest winners were from the north.
Two Canadian runners Steve
‘Lawrence of East Northumberland,
Ontario, and Andrea Johnson, an
individual entry from Lawrence
Park, Toronto — set course records
in the meet that annually attracts
more than 200 teams and 4,800 run-
ners.

“It’s a great day for cross coun-
try. You can see all the interest.
Look at all these people,” beamed
McQuaid coach Bob Bradley, the
tireless 65-year-old meet director.
“This weather is mint.”

He said the weather the past two
years was rainy. Yesterday was the
exact opposite. The temperature

irted with 80 and runners lounged
on blankets at their school’s com-

pound in between races,

“It looks more like a carnival
with all of the tents and all the
colors,” Bradley said.

Sometimes it looks like organized
chaos, but no one seems to complain
about the way Bradley and the
McQuaid parents run the meet,

“It must be a nightmare to put
together, but it's always been run
very well,” said Jim Green, coach of
the boys team from Mentor, Ohio.
“In 1986 we were the defending
state champions and this was the
largest meet on the East Coast, so
we wanted to see if we could come
here and win it.”

Mentor, about 30 miles east of
Cleveland, was second that year to
St. Michael’s in the large-school di-
vision but hasn’t stopped coming
back. .

“It’s a fun trip Just to get the kids
out of state,” Green said. ‘

The team that traveled the far-
thest was Bishop Guertin, a school
in Nasuha, N.H. The Cardinals
have made the sojourn the past
seven years, vans packed with
about 40 runners began the nine-
hour drive Friday morning,

“It’s become a tradition for us,”
said senior Lisa Georgalas, “Tonight
we’re staying in Niagara Falls.”

SHAWN DOWD stff photographer
Yeah! Tom Schulz, right, praises
Central Square’s Mike Smolnik
as his son Chris lies on ground.

“Yeah, it's kind of
running this race,” added James
Lan‘gathianos, also a senior.

Oh yeah, back to the races,

A strong 1-2-5 finish led St. Mi-
chael’s of Toronto (66 points) to a
runaway team championship in the
boys - (large-school) AAA division.

" Derek Hollend of St. Michael’s won
the race in 14:54, one
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