Rain wins at Genesee Valley

Weather hampers
Cross-country meet

By JIM MANDELARO
' STAFF WRITER

Yesterday’s AA varsity race at
the McQuaid Invitational was sup-
posed to be a showdown between
two of Rochester’s top cross country
runners.

But early on, Victor's Vince
Sherry and Penfield’s Jay Slowik
knew they didn’t have a chance
against a third, unwelcome foe.

“The weather beat everyone to-
day,” Slowik said. “It was difficult.
The course was really, really bad.”

Relentless rain turned the three-
mile course at Genesee Valley Park
into a quagmire for the 32nd annual
invitational. Sherry held the lead a
half-mile into his race but finished

fifth in 16 minutes, 27.5 seconds.

Slowik was sixth in 16:30.5.
-“I tried to get off to a good start,”
Sherry said, “but I might have

startedouttoofast.'l‘lﬁsmthe‘

worst weather I've run in.”

On a day better suited for mud |
wrestling than running, 5,000 run-

ners from 220 schools competed in
23 races. They battled each other,

but mostly they battled the ele-

ments.

“It was messy but kind of fun,”
said senior Mike Lauria of Sweet
Home (Section VI), who finished
26th in the unseeded varsity race —
despite falling at the halfway point.
“I've never run in weather like
this.” b &

It rained throughout the seven-
hour event — sometimes heavily —

and the ensuing mud kept times

way below average. Only two run-
ners broke the 16-minute mark.
The top finish of 15:52 by Spencer-
Van Etten’s Andy Carling was no-
where near the course-record 14:52
turned in by Steven Lawrence of
East Northumberland, Ont., last
year in summer-like conditions.

“The first quarter-mile wasn’t

bad,” Slowik smd.' “But when you
reached the hill you had to take
about twice as many strides as usual
to make it up. That was tough.”

Runners were covered from head.

to foot in mud, and the grass was
chewed up.
“We've had rain and high wmds

before,” said Bob Bradley, the

race’s longtime director. “But this is
the worst it’s ever been. The times
were really down.”

No Section V runners won indi-
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- Muddy trails Jason Monsman, of Willoughby, Ohio, above, is all

smiles after sliding through mud, while Victor’s Vince Sherry, left,
leads first half-mile of the McQua;d Inwtatzonal AA boys race.

nifer Bartemus finished second
(19:06) in the girls unseeded A-3

race, while area boys finished strong.

mtheunseededAA2race

- Newark won that team competi-
hon, with Aquinas third and Hilton
fifth. Individual finishers included
Hilton’s Seth Blodgett (second), -

' Batavia’s Nate Hicks (fourth),

Brighton’s Matt Powers (fifth) and

Hilton’s Jeff Arnold (sixth). Fair-

port tied Chaminade, the state’s

top-ranked boys Class A team, for. .

second place in the seeded AAA

race. Both finished a distant second

to Favetteville-Manlius, 0

lﬂush-Henrietta amassed 403

. yards rushing on 54 carries

 including three touchdowns to béat L
~Greece Arcadia 27-0. 10D
WCollin Miller had 16 carries for

148 yards and a touchdown as

‘Fairport totaled 328 yards on the
~ground in- defeating Pittsford 41-12.

10D.
‘Wit took two overtimes but -

Ptﬂsford Mendon defeated Aqulnas
_in girls soccer 1-0. 10D.
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